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size, but unable to compete with its predecessor in the magni-
tude of the associations which the latter gathers round it

On Alessandro's death Clement VII's scheme for keeping
the rule of Florence in the elder branch came abruptly to an
end, since all of that branch except Catherine were dead; and
the succession passed to the younger branch, as it should
properly have done on the death of Leo X. All the falseness,
injustice, baseness, and treachery employed in order to seat
Alessandro on a throne to which he had no light had produced
nothing whatever so far as keeping the younger branch out of
power in Florence was concerned. Entirely defeating its own
aim, Clement's action had only rendered it more easy for
them, both to gain that power, and to make it a despotism,

But before we proceed to take up the history of this
younger branch, we have still to follow that of the third
member of this group of four }'oung people, that daughter of
Lorenzo (Duke of Urbino), and great-granddaughter of Lo-
renzo the Magnificent, with whom Cosimo's branch ended, and
who had the longest and most important history of any of the
family.